UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NORTHEAST REGION

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

Dear Permt Hol der:

This letter is to inform you of new regulations inplenenting
Framework Adjustnent 26 to the Northeast Miltispecies Fishery
Managenment Plan, effective on February 1, 1999.

For the period February 1, 1999, through April 30, 1999, this
action nodifies the current April Inshore Cosure Area wthin the
@l f of Maine (GOM and adds an inshore and offshore closure to
protect GOM and Georges Bank (GB) cod, respectively, for the nonth
of February. The current March Inshore Cl osure Area and the year-
round near shore Western GOM Area Closure remain in effect.

The foll owm ng vessels are exenpt fromthe GOM and GB cl osures:

. Vessel s that do not have a Federal nultispecies permt and are
fishing exclusively in state waters;

. Charter, party, or recreational vessels; and,

. Vessel s fishing with pel agi c hook and Iine, pelagic |ongline,

spears, rakes, diving gear, cast nets, tongs, harpoons, weirs,
di pnets, stop nets, pound nets, pelagic gillnets, pots and
traps, purse seines, shrinptraws (with a properly configured
grate as defined under this part), surf clamand ocean quahog
dredges, and mdwater traw s.

A vessel may transit through the GOMand GB area cl osures provi ded
its gear is stowed properly according to the regul ations. Attached
is a chart that shows the new closures and the unnodified GOM
Closure Areas for the February through April 1999 period. The
coordi nates are as foll ows:

February-I1nshore 1999 Cl osure Area - This new cl osure area i s
cl osed February 1, 1999, through February 28, 1999:

Poi nt N. Latitude W _Longi t ude
GviL 42°00' (H

Gwe 42°00' (2

€Y¢] 42°00' (®

Gw 42°00' 70° 00"

G\Vb 42°30' 70° 00"

G\Vb 42°30' (H

! Massachusetts shoreline.
2 Cape Cod shoreline on Cape Cod Bay.
8 Cape Cod shoreline on the Atlantic Ccean.
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February-O fshore 1999 C osure Area - This new cl osure
area is closed February 1, 1999, through February 28,
1999:




Poi nt N. Latitude W _ Longi tude

GVL8 42°00 67°30

GvL9 42° 00’ 68° 00’

Gwv0 42° 30 68° 00’

Gwel 42° 30 67°30'

GVL8 42°00' 67°30'
I nshore Closure Area | - This existing closure area is closed
March 1 through March 31:

Poi nt N. Latitude W_Longi t ude

GviL 42°00' (Y

Gw 42°00' (%

GvB 42°00' (®

Gw 42°00' 70°00'

Gvb 42°30' 70°00'

Gvb 42°30' (Y

! Massachusetts shoreline.
2 Cape Cod shoreline on Cape Cod Bay.
8 Cape Cod shoreline on the Atlantic Ccean.

April 1999 Cosure Area - This new closure area is cl osed
April 1, 1999, through April 30, 1999:

Poi nt N. Latitude W_ Longi t ude
GviL 42°00' (H

Gwe 42°00' (2

Gvs 42°00' (®

Qw2 42°00' 69° 30"

Gw 42°30' 69° 30"

GviL4 42°30' 69° 00"

GviL7 43°00' 69° 00’

GwW 43°00' (M

Massachusetts shoreline

Cape Cod shoreline on Cape Cod Bay

Cape Cod shoreline on the Atlantic Ccean
New Hanpshire shoreline
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Western GOM Area Closure - This existing area closure is
cl osed year-round:

Poi nt N. Latitude W_Longi t ude

WGEVIL 42°15' 70°15'

WGP 42°15' 69°55'

WGEVB 43°15' 69°55'

\ew 43°15' 70°15'

WGVIL 42°15' 70°15'

This letter is a sunmary only of the approved regul ations. To read
these regulations in their entirety, you are encouraged to obtain
a conpl ete copy of the regul ations by calling (978) 281-9278, or by
accessing t he Nor t heast Regi onal Ofice's website at :
http://ww. wh. whoi . edu/ ro/doc/ nero. htnl.



